
Qualitative Research Interest Group 
Thursday, July 24 p.m. – Dana Classroom #1 

 

Present: Whitney Blondeau, PhD, MBA;  Sarah Hallen, MD (Co-Chair); Caitlin Gutheil MS; Paul Han, MD; Alice Hildebrand, MDiv, BCC; Kathleen Keene, 
MSN, RN; Deb Kramlich, PhD, RN; Lynn Macken, PhD, RN; Leo Waterston, MA  

 

AGENDA DISCUSSION DECISION 
 

Introduction Sarah welcomed the members and reviewed the agenda: Presentation by Kathleen 
Keene to be followed by discussion of the article. 

n/a 

Presentation: 
Kathleen Keene 
 
 
 

“Narrative analysis: A method of understanding the older adult experience of 
cardiac surgery”. Kathleen gave a brief overview of narrative methodology and the 
use of this method in her study as part of her doctoral program. Two thematic 
findings in her study were: ‘Engagement; enjoying life and awareness of time 
passing’ and ‘Noticing a change: reflecting on alterations in physical symptoms’. 
Members had many questions and comments regarding the methodology, subject 
selection, comparisons with a quantitative approach (e.g. ‘quality of life’) and the 
participants’ level of function/frailty.  

Sarah suggested Kathleen 
present her study to other MMC 
groups (e.g. physicians/cardiac 
surgeons).  
 
Thanks very much to Kathleen 
for an excellent presentation! 

Article Discussion 
 

Reissman, C.K. (2008). Narrative Analysis. In A.M. Huberman & M.B> Miles (Eds.), 
The Qualitative Researcher’s Companion (pp.217-270). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 
Publications.  Members discussed several narrative methodologies, 
similarities/differences of these methods and noted that the article was concise and 
informative. 

 

Time of meeting 
 
 

Sarah noted that the time of the start of the meeting was difficult for some people 
who were interested in attending. 

Meeting time will be moved to 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. beginning with 
the Sept. meeting. 

Addendum After the meeting, it was noted that Jean Allen sent an email at 4:40 p.m. indicating 
that a member was trying to call in to the conference line and could not connect. 

Lynn will follow-up about the 
correct way to access the 
conference line, as the phone 
had been set up prior to the 
meeting 

Next meeting  Thursday, Sept. 25, 2014 - 4:30-
6:00 p.m. Dana Classroom #1 

Minutes  Approved: Sarah Hallen 
Recorded: Lynn Macken 

 


