
Qualitative Research Interest Group 
Thursday, May 29, 2014, 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. – Dana Classroom # 4 

 

Present: Sarah Halen, MD (Co-Chair); Kristiina Hyrkas, PhD, LicNSc, MNSc, RN (Co-Chair); Judith Blanchard, DMin, BCC; Bonnie Farmer, PhD, RN; 
Sharon Foerster, MSW; Valerie Fuller, DNP, RN; Caitlin Gutheil MS; Paul Han, MD; Alice Hildebrand, MDiv, BCC; Kathleen Keene, MSN, RN; Lynn 
Macken, PhD, RN; Carla Randall, PhD, RN, CNE; Nan Solomons MS. 
 
Excused/Absent:    

 

 

AGENDA DISCUSSION DECISION 
 

Review of Minutes  (N/A)  

Overview: Kristiina, Paul 
and Sarah 
 
 
 

This is the initial meeting of the Qualitative Research Interest Group, several 
people who expressed interest were unable to attend this meeting. Paul Han 
(Director CORE) indicated that 6 research groups have formed over the past 
3-4 months with the goal to stimulate collaboration. Other groups include: 
population health, healthcare quality and safety, epidemiology and 
biostatistics. Intention is to convene regularly. 

 

Introductions: All 
 
 
 
 

Group members introduced themselves and briefly told about their interest 
in and experience with qualitative research. Members included practicing 
chaplains, data analyst, nursing faculty, nurses, physicians, social worker and 
several doctoral students.  
 
Several members are currently conducting qualitative or mixed-method 
studies: 
Valerie: experience of delirium  
Nan: social networks of CNAs and RNs 
Kathleen: experience of older adult cardiac patients 
Alice: patients’ perception of chaplain role (with student) 
Bonnie: ethnography of organizational climate in nursing homes 
Sarah: uncertainty and physician willingness to delegate for prostate cancer 
surveillance  
Carla and Kristiina: collaborative model in nursing education 

 

Defining Structure of 
Group/current projects 

Members shared their ideas about the purpose and structure of the group. 
Purpose: hearing the work of others; a forum for critiquing/feedback (in 
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and opportunities for 
collaboration: Sarah, Paul 
and Kristiina (facilitators) 
 
 
 

supportive, relaxed environment); stumbling blocks in 
dissertation/research; IRB – approval of qualitative studies, methods and 
ethical considerations; computer analysis; EBP - translation of qualitative 
research into practice; learn more about various qualitative methods 
Structure: meet longer than an hour, < 2hours; consider electronic access for 
those who cannot come here; how often to meet (group felt monthly was 
too much but quarterly wasn’t enough). 
Discussion: There are about 6 ongoing projects among the group members at 
present (see Introductions above).  

4:15-5:45 p.m. Dana Center. 
Members may volunteer or be 
invited to present their research 
(completed or in progress). 
 
Presenters will give a brief FAQ 
sheet on the qualitative method 
used in the study in addition to 
sharing information about their 
study. 

Next Steps: Sarah Alice Hildebrand will invite Steve McCormick (chaplaincy student) to present 
in July (Alice will follow up with Steve next week). Their study is “Patient and 
family perceptions of chaplain presence during post-trauma care”.  
 
Nan Solomons will look at developing a platform for continuing conversations 
among group members (e.g. Google group) and report back to the group.  
 
For now, members will receive email updates; respond (individually) if 
questions/comments are posted. Members are asked to nominate some “hot 
topics” of interest and circulate these within the group – to be used as part 
of planning the meeting agendas. 

Tentative presenters identified 
for July 24, 2014 meeting.  
 
Members should look for and 
respond to emails about hot 
topics of interest.  
 

Other A photo was taken of the group.  

Next meeting  Thursday, July 24, 2014 4:15-
5:45 p.m. Dana Classroom # TBD 
 

Minutes Approved: Recorded by Lynn Macken 5/30/14 Sarah Halen; Kristiina Hyrkas 

 


